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What isthe procedureand format for citing web pagesin reports and
presentations?

Does your teacher insist on MLA or APA citations? Doesthe journa you are
writing for mandate CBE style? When citing any resource for research-based

work, you must use the citation style your audience demands. There are many
popular citation styles. The IMSA Citation Wizard automates basic citation

formatting for electronic resourcesin five popular styles:

. American Psychological Association APA Style

. Council of Biology Editors CBE Style

. Chicago Style

. International Organization for Standardization 1SO Style
. Modern Language Association MLA Style

When using the Citation Wizard, just fill in the text boxes with as much of the
requested information as you can find.

Digging In

It isimportant to look beyond the first page when developing aweb page citation. Citing web pages accurately requires an
investigator's mind set. Basic information is often hidden or even missing. Creating a citation for TechDictionary.com illustrates some
common difficulties.
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Site Maps and About pages

Y ou often need to search other pages on the web site to find the information needed for a complete citation. How did | find the
authors for TechDictionary.com? | didn't find any names on the home page of the site. In this case, the link called About/Site map
was the key. This lead to another page that included alink called: Credits: People who have contributed terms. Thisiswhere | found
the site author's names. "About" or Site map pages can be very helpful when seeking information on the author and publisher of aweb

page.

Finding publication dates

Often you will find a copyright or publication date at the bottom of the web page. If you check the bottom of the page you are viewing
right now, you will see a"Last Updated” notice. Every time we change this page, the date is automatically revised.
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More often than not, you will have to settle for a copyright date. In the case of TechDictionary.com, it is easy to be distracted by the
dates of the newsfeeds on the home page. These dates are refreshed constantly, reflecting the streaming content of the live newsfeed,
rather than the publication or copyright date for the entire site. To find TechDictionary.com's copyright information we have to go the
very bottom of the TechDictionary homepage.
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copyright @ 2004 TechDictionany. com All Rights Resenrad
Fermission to use any terms must be grated in writing by techdictionans.com.

Useful Netscape Feature

If you search using the Netscape browser, you can use a pull down menu called "Page Info" to find the most recent modification date
for any page on the web site.
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Don't just accept what you see at first glance, dig around. Y ou are the archaeol ogist!

Creating a basic citation using the Citation Wizard

Y ou have seen how important it isto look beyond the first page when developing a citation. Citing web pages accurately requires
critical thinking. Basic information is often hidden or even missing. Creating a citation for TechDictionary.com illustrates some

common difficulties.
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The Process
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With TechDictionary.com in one window, | open the Citation Wizard in a second window and begin the process of creating a citation.
I click from page to page, copying, pasting and typing, | gather as much information as | can find. Still some of the fieldsin the form

are left blank because | was unable to find a publisher or location indicated on the TechDictionary.com site.

Citation Wizard A this bos) Ex';“plis
Home
Wizard The current style is: ¥LA
Tools . _—
Select a new style: podern Language Association (MLA) v
Search
Evaluation
Select
Citation
Thesaurus Author .1 .ﬁ.rSt
spelling names/initials If you can't
Tutorials Author 1 last name ﬂnd the
Resources
Author 2 first
Events names/initials alJthDr CheCk
About Us Author 2 last name mMeyerhoeffer WIth your
Site Ma
. P Author 3 first InStuctqr
hames/finitials bEfﬂre C|t|ng!
Author 2 last name
Document Title TechDictionary
Title !:uf_]cnurnalj database, TechDictionary
website
Journal volume, issue, |f ,
page you can't
Fublisher f|nd the
Publisher's city pUb"Sher,
Fublisher's state (2-letter City, or State
sbslr_e”-t?' . leave the
ublication Date .
field blank.
Results

| have selected the popular APA citation style. When | click the "View" button at the bottom of the page, the Citation Wizard formats

my datain basic APA style. | receive the following citation:
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P Citation Wizard About this tool Examples
Home
Wizard The current style is: ¥ILA
Tools . —
Select a new style: todern Language Association (MLA) w
Search
E'-.xalu.atu:nn Solact
CItation
Thesaurus View Citation
Spelling Hoffrman, Ken; Dale Meyerhoeffer; and Greg Chapman. "TechDictionary."
Tutorials TechDictionary {2004 **publisher** & September 2005
Resources < http:/ftechdictionary. com/ =,
Events dit this Citati
About Us Edit this Citation
Site Map
Final Edit

I can now copy and paste the citation into any word processed document. Notice that the missing publisher information is highlighted
by the placeholder **publisher**. | will correct this by editing afinal draft of the citation. | will also note that there are more than
three authors for this web site.

Hoffman, Een, Dale Meverhoetffer;, and Greg Chapman. "TechDictionary. "

Remember, the Citation Wizard does not check for proper spelling, capitalization or dates that should be spelled out rather than
numbered. Y ou need to know these aspects of the style you are working with. We don't do everything for you, but we handle most of
that tedious information order formatting and citation punctuation.

Why should | bother with aformal citation style?

We usually use aformal citation style because someone tells us we "haveto". These styles are taught and required as part of the
academic research process. The practical reason for creating formal citationsis so that we can find important resources again later.
Formal citation style forces you to be more thorough. If all | save about aresource is the website address (URL) will | remember what
the page was about? What if akey web pageis moved? How can | find it again? A formal citation gives me the author's name and the
publisher. Having this contact information improves my chances of finding the new location for amissing resource. The date
information in acitation, can help me decide whether to use the resource again or look for something more current. Also aformal
citation provides credibility and saves time when sharing information with other researchers.

What if | need to cite more detailsthan the Citation Wizard provides?

The Citation Wizard will help you create a basic citation for aweb page. However, if you are working with something other than a
typical web page, you might need more information about citation style. In that case the Citation Wizard provides links to in depth
resources about citation.
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Here's what a citation looks like in each style for this web page: ;
Wotld's largest fish 1z shrinking E;*'mmt

hitpfwrerw abe net. aw/science/news/stortes/s 13677 19 htm

=tyle

Cuide

Format

van santen, I (2005, May 13) World's largest fish 1z shnnking,
APL  Aewsin Science  Betrieved Tuly 25, 2005, from website:
http ffwrwwr abe net aw'sciencefnewsistones’s 1367719 htm
van santen I 2005 May 13 World's largest fish 13 shnnking.
sydney, Australia; ABC Science Onhine. News in Science.

CEE < hitp v abe net au'science/ewsistoriesfs 1367712 htm =,

Accessed 2005 July 25

I wan Santen, "W orld's largest fish iz shanking " in INews in

. wroience |, [website] { 13 Mday 2005 [cited 25 July 20057,

Lhicago . itable from World Wide Web @

http ffwrwrwr abe net awfsciencefnewsistones’s 1367719 htm

van =anten, JTacoquie. World's largest fish 15 shrinking MNews in
IS0 seience [webstte]. Sydney (Australia) ABC Science Online,
- 13 May 2003- [cited 25 July 2005]. Avalable from Internet:

< httpfifwww. abo net au'sciencefewsistoriesfs 1367712 htm =
MLy T santen, JTacoque "World's largest fish 1z shrinking " News mn

= Science (13 MMay 20050 ABC Science Online 25 July 2005
< http /v abe net au'sciencefnewsistoriesfs 1367712 htm =

The most cotmmeon citation styles are from these organtzations:
APA - American Peychological Association

ZBE - Council of Biology Editors

Chicage - Chicage Style

I50 - International Orgarnzation for Standardization

MLA - Modemn Language Association

Addibonal resources:
International Federation of Library Associations and Instiutions: Style wdes and
Eesources

The Tversity of Towa: Earla's Guide to Citation Style (Guides

Tip: Citing electronic references can be confusing since each style presents the
information m a shghtly different format. The best method for citing references 13
the one your mstitution andfor professional orgamization advocates. Iost
orgatizations mantan style sheets or reference gudes.

Additionally, IMSA provides links to specific examples and additional information for each of the citation styles used by the Citation
Wizard.

Authored by LoraK. Kaisler and Dennis O'Connor
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End of Micromodule - Citation. Return to Micromodule List
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